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lifesaving, life-enhancing drugs, by get-
ting a doughnut hole—that gap in cov-
erage for seniors—to be ultimately 
eliminated. It has provided tremendous 
relief for the seniors in our country not 
to have to make those dynamic 
choices. 

So what they could not achieve at 
the ballot box they are trying to 
achieve by shutting down the Federal 
Government. 

And then, at this late hour, after 
having tried a series of times to under-
mine the Affordable Care Act—and be-
lieve me, when they talk about a 1-year 
delay, which they seem to try to show 
that it is benign, it is not benign. 
There is a purpose to their strategy. 
The reason that a 1-year delay—in ad-
dition to the fact that the law should 
be able to move forward for millions 
who have no insurance to be able to fi-
nally have insurance—is because if you 
delay the mandate, that means 11 mil-
lion people will go uninsured who oth-
erwise would get coverage. It means, as 
the Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated—the nonpartisan entity of the 
Congress that scores everything we do: 
Is this going to cost money; is this 
going to save money—they estimated 
that repealing that individual mandate 
will increase premiums anywhere be-
tween 15 to 20 percent because fewer 
healthy people will enroll to balance 
out those with higher medical needs. 
Insurance is about spreading the risk 
across the spectrum. 

In my home State of New Jersey, we 
tried to have insurance reform that 
limited preexisting condition exclu-
sions and different premium band rat-
ings without an individual requirement 
for coverage. The result was sky-
rocketing premiums. So, in essence, de-
laying the mandate for a year—which 
is the essence of what the House Re-
publicans have sent here various times 
as a condition of keeping the govern-
ment open—is a Trojan horse because 
Republicans know that, in doing such a 
delay, the mandate will create higher 
premiums. And in creating those high-
er premiums, they, in essence, create 
rate shock and they fulfill that which 
they would like to see, which is the 
failure of the Affordable Care Act. 

They have a very particular strategy. 
It is not benign by any stretch of the 
imagination. They are not concerned 
that the Affordable Care Act will fail. 
They are concerned it will actually 
succeed. So what they seek to do is to 
introduce poison pills to make it fail. 

It is amazing to me that I keep hear-
ing: Well, we will replace it. With 
what? We have not heard with what. 
When we challenge our colleagues, they 
say: Oh, yes, preexisting conditions, we 
are for that, making sure that does not 
exist anymore. We are for the seniors 
getting the rebates on prescription 
drugs. We are for making sure there 
are no more lifetime caps on anybody’s 
insurance, so if they have a cata-
strophic illness, they will not come up 
against that cap. We are for all of those 
things. The only problem is, to have all 

of those benefits which Americans 
overwhelmingly want, it costs money. 
And the only way to do that is, of 
course, to have everybody ultimately 
insured in the country. 

This is not a fight between Demo-
crats and Republicans. This is a battle 
for the very soul of the Republican 
Party. Unfortunately, they are playing 
it out in a way that affects the Nation. 
This is a designed strategy. 

Jonathan Chait of New York maga-
zine wrote a tremendous piece. I rec-
ommend it to all of my colleagues. He 
basically described a meeting that 
took place in January of this year. I 
am going to read from his article for a 
moment: ‘‘In January, demoralized 
House Republicans retreated to Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia, to plot out their 
legislative strategy for President 
Obama’s second term. Conservatives 
were angry that their leaders had been 
unable to stop a whole series of things, 
including the Bush tax cuts on high in-
comes, and they wanted to make sure 
their leaders would no longer have any 
further compromises. Not only did they 
decide they would not have any further 
compromises, but, in fact, they devel-
oped a legislative strategy. 

Before I go into that, I am happy to 
yield to the majority leader who I un-
derstand has an announcement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, through 
you to my dear friend from New Jer-
sey, who does such a wonderful job in 
everything he does, especially running 
the Foreign Relations Committee, I 
thank him for yielding to me. 

This is a very sad day for our coun-
try. The President has told the head of 
the Office of Management and Budget, 
Sylvia Mathews Burwell, to issue a 
shutdown statement, and she has done 
that. Here it is: ‘‘MEMORANDUM FOR 
THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DE-
PARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.’’ 

This memorandum follows the September 
17 memo and provides an update on the po-
tential lapse of appropriations. 

No more potential. It is after mid-
night. 

Appropriations provided under the Consoli-
dated and Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act expire at 11:59 pm tonight. Unfor-
tunately, we do not have a clear indication 
that Congress will act in time for the Presi-
dent to sign the continuing resolution before 
the end of the day tomorrow, October, 2013. 
Therefore, agencies should now execute plans 
for shutdown due to the absence of appro-
priations. 

That is what she said. So the agen-
cies of government are in the process of 
closing down. It now appears that the 
House is not going to do anything to 
keep the government from shutting 
down. They have some jerry-rigged 
thing about going to conference. It is 
embarrassing that these people who are 
elected to represent the country are 
representing the tea party, the anar-
chists of the country, and a majority of 
the Republicans in the House are fol-
lowing every step of the way. 

This is an unnecessary blow to Amer-
ica, to the economy, the middle class, 

everyone. The House has within their 
power the ability to avoid a shutdown. 
They should simply pass the 6-week CR 
we sent them. 

We are going to come in in the morn-
ing and see what they have done some-
time tonight. But I would hope they 
would understand that, within their 
power, at any time, all they have to do 
is accept what we already passed. All 
this stuff they keep sending over here— 
they are so fixated on embarrassing 
our President, the President of the 
United States. They think an election 
is coming this November. It happened 
last November. He was elected by 5 
million votes over what Romney got— 
5 million votes. It was not close. So it 
is really too bad. 

I am going to ask this unanimous 
consent. We are going to go out tonight 
and come back at 9:30 in the morning. 
So the unanimous consent is that we 
are going to recess until 9:30 tomorrow 
morning. I want the Senators who are 
here on the floor to be able to talk for 
5 minutes each. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 
1, 2013 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 Tuesday, October 1, 
2013; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in day; that at that time, I be recog-
nized; that the Senate recess from 12:30 
to 2:15 tomorrow to allow for the week-
ly caucus meetings. 

I ask, before this is implemented, 
that everyone understand that when we 
receive that message from the House— 
I hope we will have it in the morning 
when we come in—I will make a mo-
tion to table it as we have done the two 
other measures in the last few hours. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that following the statements of Sen-
ators MENENDEZ, DURBIN, MURRAY, and 
SCHUMER, the Senate adjourn under the 
previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Would the leader 
yield for a question? 

Mr. REID. Sure. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I just ask the leader, 

the government is shut down. There is 
nothing we can do to keep it open. The 
only way to keep the government open 
would be for the House to pass the res-
olution we have already sent them; is 
that correct? 

Mr. REID. That is right. It keeps the 
government funded. They have had 
that for days now. They could do it, 
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